[Metabolites of neurotransmitters in the cerebrospinal fluid in children].
Metabolites of neurotransmitters, homovanillic acid (HVA) and 5-hydroxyindolacetic acid (5-HIAA) were assessed in the cerebrospinal fluid of 149 children of different age from neonatal age to 13 years by the method of high pressure liquid chromatography with electrochemical detection. The mean concentration of the two metabolites in cerebrospinal fluid correlated indirectly with the childrens age--the highest mean concentrations of HVA and 5-HIAA were found in the group of neonates, lower values in infants and the lowest ones in the group of toddlers and older children. In the group of toddlers and older children with severe mental disorders and repeated tonic-clonic or myoclonic seizures a lower mean 5-HIAA was found in the cerebrospinal fluid than in children of equal age, similarly mentally affected but without seizures in the case-history.